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Yap, G., etal. (2021). A comparative analysis of tourism competitiveness of Qatar with Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Turkey. "

PressAcademia, 13(1), 17—21. https://doi.org/10.17261/pressacademia.2021.1415

Henderson, . C. (2017). Sports events, tourism, development and regeneration: Perspectives from Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Qatar. In Sport, events, tourism 12

and regeneration (pp. 9—23). Routledge.
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tourism events in Asia (pp. 313-330). Springer.
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Miniaoui, H. (2020). Economic development in the Gulf Cooperation Council states: From rentier states to diversified "
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e« 13K halifa, A. A., & Ibrahim, A. (2020). Why rentier Gulf economies must pursue economic diversification [ 2°
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208). Springer Nature.

Tadros, M. E. (2015). The Gulf countries and the knowledge economy: Challenges and opportunities. Arab Gulf States !
Institute in Washington. https://agsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Tadros_Knowledge-Economy_Rev2.pdf
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Blawi, A. (2021). The entrepreneurship ecosystem in the United Arab Emirates: An experimental comparison with 22
Qatar and Saudi Arabia. International Journal of Entrepreneurship, 7(2), 55-66. https://doi.org/10.15678/ier.2021.0702.05
Bin Hassan, T. (2022). A transformative state in the aftermath of COVID-19: What is required to enable innovation, 2
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Al-Faryan, M. A. S., & Sheel, N. C. (2022). The relationship between governance and economic growth: Learning from 3%

.Saudi Arabia. Cogent Business & Management, 9(1), 2130157.https://doi.org/10.1080/23311975.2022.2130157
Aljather, R. (2020). Saudi Vision 2030: Multicultural education and training approaches. International Journal of 3
Innovation, Creativity and Change, 12(8), 92—102.
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“Development in the Gulf Countries and Soft Diplomacy”

Researcher:
Khadija Ahmed Al-Bouhleiga

Abstract:

Over the past decades, the Gulf states have witnessed remarkable development in their understanding of the nature and
trajectory of development. Development is no longer perceived merely as an economic or social process but as a strategic
choice where political considerations intersect with national identities and foreign policy orientations. Amid rapid regional
transformations and increasing international competition, development has emerged as one of the most important tools of
indirect influence employed by the Gulf states to strengthen their regional and global presence and to present themselves as
modern states capable of adapting to contemporary demands.

This shift has contributed to reshaping the developmental discourse into a means of connecting the state with society, by
implementing economic and social reform projects within long-term national visions presented as collective endeavors
reflecting the leadership’s aspirations and grounded in societal participation. This discourse has also played a role in
enhancing political stability, supporting social cohesion, and institutionalizing the modernization process, thereby reinforcing
state stability and policy sustainability.

On the external level, development has been transformed into a practical framework for Gulf soft diplomacy, utilizing various
instruments such as foreign aid, cross-border investments, education, culture, and large-scale projects, aimed at building
influence and improving the country’s image on the international stage. In this context, national visions have not merely
served as technical development plans; they carry clear political messages reflecting each state’s perception of its identity,
priorities, and future role.

From this perspective, this section examines how Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar have employed their
national visions as instruments of soft diplomacy, with a particular focus on how development has been integrated with
national identity, and how domestic transformations have been linked to regional and international repositioning, reflecting
a profound interconnection between development and politics in the contemporary Gulf experience.

Keywords: Qatar — Saudi Arabia — United Arab Emirates — Economy — Politics — Soft Power — Foreign Policy —
Development.
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